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Saturn and the Christmas Party
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good show. We had also a freezing cold Christmas Party and two very
successful school nights at the Benowa & Coomera State Schools.
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President’s Report

By NoeLeen LownbEs

‘A Happy New Year to all our members and their
families, | hope everybody had a safe and Happy
Christmas’.

As this is my first report, I'd like to say how proud | am to
be your president, my role so far has been a delight,
we've got a wonderful committee where all members are
actively contributing to the benefit of our great society.

It's hard to believe after all this hot weather, that when
we held our Christmas Party on the 6th December it was
so cold and wet. But we all had a great evening together
and could not believe it when out of the dark rainy night,
came Erwin on his push bike, now that's what | call
dedication by our vice-president!

At the end of last term we were asked to do some talks
and field nights in at the schools. I'd like to thank our
members Greg Hornsby, Kevin Dixon, Ray Suckling,
John Connolly & Bryan Pott for helping show over 250
students and their families the night sky at the Benowa &
Coomera State Schools. Everybody thoroughly enjoyed
their evenings under the stars as you can see from the
photographs included in this issue of Quasar.

Please consider coming along to help on these field
nights in at the schools, there is much pleasure in
sharing your knowledge of the night sky with the
students and their families and it's always very much
appreciated. Funds raised on these evenings enable us
to purchase items for our society. We have just
purchased a ‘Coronado Solar Telescope’ which will be
used for our members to safely view the rare transit of
Venus on the 8th of June. (Warning never look at the
Sun with a optical instrument unless it has a properly
fitted solar filter)

Our next two school evenings being held are on
Thursday the 1st April at 7.00 p.m. for three year 3
classes and their families (approx. 150) at Benowa State
School to view Saturn. On the 29th April at 6.30 p.m. our
annual ‘Sciencefest’ evening is being held at Pimpama
State School for the schools in the area. On this evening
we need as many helpers as we can with telescopes, as
usually a few hundred students and their families come
to view the night sky. So please come along and enjoy
sharing your love of astronomy & space to the many
families.

We have applied to the Queensland Government
‘Gambling Community Benefit Fund’ for a grant of $
8614.00 for a much needed data projector, laptop, and
Meade LX 90 telescope. It would be absolutely wonderful
if our application was successful, and we should know by
the end of March.

Could | please ask everybody to consider nominating a

member from ‘SAS’ for this years
‘Discovery/Achievement Award’. All you have to do is
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write a half page letter on a member who has
accomplished anything in the field of astronomy and
space, or any other field that is astronomy related. You
can either post or hand it to our secretary Greg Hornsby
or e-mail it to me by the 31st March.

The combined presidents meeting was held on the 19th
February and the date for this year's ‘Combined
Societies Meeting’ will be held on Friday the 7th May. At
this stage we are looking at holding the event at the
Griffith University at the Nathan Campus, if this is
unavailable a new venue will be announced. This will be
a fun evening where we get to see and hear what all the
other members of the astronomical societies have been
up too. The winner of the Discovery/Achievement award
will be announced and a lovely supper will be supplied
for the enjoyment of all. So please keep this date free!

This year ‘BAS’ is hosing our ‘Interclub Astroquiz’ on
Friday the 12th March at their meeting room at the Kelvin
Grove State High School Library, Victoria Park Road,
Kelvin Grove starting at 7.30 p.m. so please come along
and support your club members to hopefully win the
trophy for SAS :)

A very special thank you to Bryan & Shirlene Pott for
holding our January General Meeting at their home at
Tamborine, we had a lovely informal BBQ & meeting.
Every now and then a sprinkling of stars showed
themselves, but alas the sky was just tricking us! Our
last two meetings have been very casual, and we've all
enjoyed getting together to talk about what we’'ve been
doing in astronomy, and catching up with all the latest in
space exploration.

This year's going to be a very memorable year in the
exploration of our Solar System. Beginning with the safe
and spectacular landing of NASA’s two Mars Exploration
Rovers ‘Spirit & Opportunity’ on the planet Mars. To the
successful collection of comet dust from Comet Wild 2
by the ‘Stardust’ spacecraft, and finally in July the arrival
of the Cassini-Huygens spacecraft to Saturn.

We also have two bright comets Linear & Neat, which
may put on a spectacular display in our skies in May.
Colin Drescher will keep us up to date with these two
very exciting comets, and where we can find them in the
sky. In June there is the rare transit of Venus, and of
course, not to mention the many unbeknown discoveries
that ‘'SAS’ members are going to make...."WOW?” what a
fantastic year it's going to be!

Congratulations to our past president Christine Mallett on
becoming part of NASA's ‘Saturn Observation
Campaign’ we wish her well in her up and coming
Saturn events. We now have two participants from our
society, that are part of this wonderful project by NASA.

Last year our members Ray Suckling, Bryan Pott, John
Connolly & Kevin Dixon offered their time to help show
the community beautiful Saturn through their telescopes
for the campaign. Pictures from these events and
stunning images of Saturn taken by Erwin Van der
Velden can been see on NASA's ‘SOC’ photo page at:
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http://soc.jpl.nasa.gov/experience/gallery-archive-
photos.cfm.cfm?ShowAll=Yes

Please find below some other web sites related to the
exciting missions by the different spacecraft's exploring
our incredible Solar System.

http://marsrovers.jpl.nasa.gov
http://athena.cornell.edu
http://saturn.jpl.nasa.gov
http://stardust.jpl.nasa.gov
http://www.nasa.gov
http://science.nasa.gov/headlines/y2004/16jan_stardust.
htm?list566019
http://www.cdscc.nasa.gov
(Canberra Deep Space Communication Complex) And more Benowa students
http://www.spaceweather.com

If you have children or grandchildren please go to
http://spaceplace.jpl.nasa.gov

where they'll find lots of fun activities to keep them happy
for hours!

Wishing everybody lots of clear skies

Your president
Noeleen Lowndes :)

And more Benowa students (except for that guy with
the red towel | think)

Some students from Benowa State School

John at Benowa State School

Greg and the same scope in action at Coomera State
school
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Editorial

By ERwIN vAN DER VELDEN

At last another issue of Quasar, assembled while my
computer is chewing away a few Gigabyte of Jupiter
frames for an astronomer in the States. Last weekend
(28/29-2) there was a co-ordinated world wide Jupiter
observation, since there are no space crafts around
Jupiter anymore since Galileo decided to take a plunge.
Even Peter Marples took part in the action with his
Meade 12 inch LX200, which he bought after some
extensive jumping-up-and-down contemplating sessions
on the couch.

Since | don't have as much as time as last year because
of planetary imaging duties, work, a dive master course
and holiday preparations to Europe (I still have 20 deep-
sky negatives laying around to be scanned in!), the
committee has decided to publish Quasar every 3
months, since this also matches the amount of articles
better then a monthly magazine. An Event Horizon will
be issued every month however to keep the members
up-to-date on upcoming events.

The coming months are going to be very interesting: 2
rovers on Mars, 2 big comets in May, Cassini arrives at
Saturn and Gary pushing his car around Australia to see
the Venus transit for 2 extra hours.

Don't miss the transit, you might be clouded out in 2012!
Cheers,

Erwin

Your editor while making up the easier part of
Quasar
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How | Calculated the Density of the
Sun while Sitting on the Beach

By ALeEx FEKKEN

Actually that's a lie: | went inside and took a pen and
piece of paper to do the calculation, but this looked
better as a title for the piece. This is what really
happened:

Sitting on the beach | was watching the tide come in. |
thought about how it was mainly the moon that was
causing the tide, but with a reasonable contribution by
the sun as well. In fact without knowing the exact
numbers | could estimate that the sun’s contribution was
of the same order of magnitude, though smaller of
course, than that of the moon because of the occurrence
of spring tides and neap tides. This is in spite of the fact
that the sun is about 400 times (doing the calculation in
my head) more distant than the moon. Of course this is
all because the sun is so much bigger and more massive
than the moon. Nothing special ...

Then | started thinking about the fact that the apparent
size of the moon disk is roughly the same as that of the
sun, as has been proved convincingly by many solar
eclipses. Of course this is in spite of the fact that the sun
is about 400 times more distant than the moon and the
sun is so much bigger and more massive than the moon.
Nothing special ...

Hmm, in spite of a serious difference in distance (not
even close to the same order of magnitude), the sun and
moon seemed to have these two comparable attributes
as observed on earth. What if the sun would be much
more distant and much bigger: would a comparable
apparent disk size then still “imply” a comparable tidal
force? Or, to put it differently, if a planet would have
different moons that look the same size, would the tidal
forces also be similar, regardless of their true distance?

I was wondering: “Is there a real link here or just a GW-
link, i.e. an alleged link with little or no evidence (and
usually presented for very dubious reasons)?” | had to
know...

That's when | left the beach and went inside to do the
calculation. This turned out to be pretty simple and it
confirmed that the alleged link wasn't just a GW-link. |
will present the calculation here assuming that the
apparent disk sizes are the same, just to simplify things
a bit.

Let call the relative distance L, i.e.

dsun = L * dmoon
Then, assuming the same apparent disk sizes and radii,
the actual radii of our celestial bodies must have the
same relationship:

rsun = L * rmoon

And this makes the corresponding volumes, which are
proportional to the cubes of the radii, relate like:
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—13
Vsun =L~ Vmoon

To get the ratio of the masses we must include the
relative densities (which | will call s):

msun = (Ssun/Smoon) * L3 * mmoon

Finally, the tidal force T is proportional to m/r°.
Essentially this is the derivative (with respect to r) of the
inverse square law which says that the gravitational force
itself is proportional to m/r2. Plugging in the previous
results, this now gives us:

Tsun = (Ssun/Smoon) * Tmoon
and the relative distance L has disappeared. In fact:

the ratio of the tidal effects is the same as
that of the densities

In other words, given the fact that the sun and moon
have similar apparent disk sizes, the smaller tidal force
of the sun is a direct measure of its smaller density!

That's as far as | will go: as a mathematician | don’t want
to get my hands dirty working with actual numbers,
decimals places and stuff like that. | will leave it up to you
real astronomers to plug in and verify the actual
numbers.

Question (just checking):  Sitting on the beach again |
take little piece of rock and hold it at arms length. Its
apparent size is now the same as that of the moon. Its
density can't be very different either. So why isn't it
causing similar tidal effects? Or is it?

Dedicated to Tim and Csilla: for their hospitality and
letting me use “their” beach.

Mercury transit
2003

By Gary GAWRONSKI

A large portion of this article will be coaxed from the
deep, dark recesses of my memory as this transit trip
happened way back in May 2003. As good as most of
the trip was, the last week of it left a bad taste in my
mouth, making it hard to get all enthusiastic about writing
an article. Eight months later the smell of burning car
parts and the mind numbing boredom and frustration of
being marooned in Charleville have faded enough that |
can write about it without fear of going into violent
convulsions. There is nothing more frightening than the
sight of an amateur astronomer laying on the ground
with his arms flailing about madly screaming “No, no, not
Charleville! Not Charleville!”

Once more into the breach....
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The car: one well worn Commodore which has clocked
up about 130 000 more kilometres than the Moon is from
Earth.

The crew : Diane Hughes: The voice of level headed
reason.

Colin Drescher: The voice from the back of the car.
Myself: The voice saying “Just keep away from the
steering wheel, I'm driving!”

The equipment : Colin had his 100mm binoculars with a
super-dooper home made solar filter at the front for
viewing the transit.

I'd brought a C8, CCD camera and laptop to drive it all.
My aim was to image the transit with the CCD. As a
computer was part of the loop, | decided to have an
emergency backup plan. This involved my trusty 35mm
camera that | could stick on the back of the scope should
something happen. A prudent move, so it turns out.

One thing | should mention that happened shortly before
our trip was John and Diane Hughes coming over to my
place. John was lending Diane his spiffy new Kodak
digital camera to take on the trip. John loaded his spiffy
new Kodak software into my laptop so we could extract
the images from his camera as we went. I'll leave it at
that for the moment.

The first day of any trip is always the most exciting. You
get up super early without feeling tired at all. If I'd gotten
up this early during a week day to go to work | would be
having difficulty getting the matchsticks to prop my eyes
open because of my trembling hands, brought on by lack
of sleep. We must have risen at about 2:30am as we left
home at 3am. Diane stayed at my place overnight so
that we would be ready to hit the road without delays.
Colin had rung me the night before, sounding like the
grim spectre of death was hurrying him along to get off
the phone. Poor Colin was not feeling very well at all.
When Colin told me that he will just turn up the next
morning instead of staying the night | thought that we
could kiss leaving by three o’clock goodbye. What a
champ! He turned up right on time. As a reward, Diane
graciously let him sit in the back of the car, with the food
scraps and rubbish that | didn’'t want festering in my
home rubbish bin for a week while we were gone.

After a few hours of driving we pulled over in a park.
Here we separated Colin from the garbage bags,
chicken carcasses and assorted scraps that were part of
last nights dinner, being careful about which bits we keep
and which bits we leave behind.

Apart from plowing through a few sparrows with altitude
problems and a gazillion big fat juicy bugs which left their
gooey innards all over the car, the trip went rather
painlessly. Colin had his CDMA phone with him and kept
us constantly updated about how many bars worth of
signal were showing on his screen. Diane and myself
had standard paper weight type phones with no signal at
all.

By the end of the first day we had arrived at Barcaldine.

We settled into our respective motel rooms and walked
to the roadhouse for a round of dinner.
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Being a sucker for food with odd names, | ordered a
Danger Burger. | think it was named so because of the
rather high meat/fat to anything-good-for-you-at-all
content ratio. Diane referred to it as a triple bypass with
cheese!

A brisk walk around town to work off about 0.0001% of
the fat I'd just consumed and it was time for lights out.
Tomorrow takes us to Hughenden.

Leaving not quite so early as the day before, we drove to
Longreach and on to Winton, where we hung a right and
headed for Hughenden. What a long, straight road it is
between Winton and Hughenden. One of the things
we’d planned to do in Hughenden was see Huey the
dinosaur. His bones anyway. He was set up in a shed
with other fossil exhibits. It was OK, but | must admit
that | was expecting a bit more stuff to look at there. |
should add that they were in the middle of doing the
thing up and making it bigger and better. Next time.

The tourist information centre was at the front of the
fossil display building.

We purchased furiously from the souvenir section and
saw an interesting picture of a gorge that Colin had
mentioned earlier. We decided to visit the gorge early in
the morning before heading to our final destination of Mt
Isa.

The following morning we were up with the birds and
heading down a 4WD track to Porcupine gorge. Itis
about 70 kilometres from Hughenden with about 30
kilometres of that being bitumen. When the bitumen ran
out it was corrugated and heavily rutted. You could
loose a Volkswagen in some of those ruts!

The torturous road was worth putting up with, as you are
rewarded with some magnificent views of the gorge.
Colin and myself, being supremely fit....sorta fit...OK,
not fit at all, walked down into the gorge to have a closer
look, and take pictures of Pyramid rock. It's a large rock
shaped like a Pyramid you know.

This was a lovely spot but we had to press on. One
more stop in Hughenden for lunch and we were on our
way again. We stopped at FJ's café, or something
similar, and | bought myself an FJ super burger. | could
make a comment about the bun being of the same
vintage as an FJ Holden but it was actually quite good!
Onward and upward!

Richmond was our next stop. They have more than their
fair share of Dinosaur fossils as well. Here we stopped
to take a picture of Colin standing in the jaws of a
Koronosaurus. Alas, it was only a fibreglass
Koronosaurus. The exhibits here were far superior than
the displays at Hughenden. There were no Dino-burgers
purchased, but an excellent time was had by all!
Eventually we reached Mt Isa, our Leonid meteor storm
of 2001 location, and settled into our cabin for the night.
Splitting a cabin three ways while on holiday makes for a
cheap way to stay in a nice room instead of a leaky tent.
Tonight’s the big test. Will Colin snore in the next
room...

YES! If I'd known that he was going to be levelling
forests in there | would have brought ear plugs! He was

December 2003 - February 2004

sick with a cold, so the motion to put him down was
qguashed. Damn you Diane!

Today is the day we've been waiting nearly two years for.
No, not the transit. That's tomorrow. Today we conquer
Urandangi!

We had tried to reach Urandangi while we were here in
2001 chasing Leonids but the road was way too harsh
for my car. This time I'd organised a Land Cruiser from
a hire company in Mt Isa.

We picked up the 4WD and headed south towards
Boulia. After a brief pause at the Urandangi turn off, we
headed into the dirt and the history books. Well, our
history books anyway. It was a buzz to finally get a
second shot at seeing the road that beat us two years
earlier. The odd thing is, we only wanted to see the
place because we kept hearing about the weather in
Urandangi after the news and were wondering why they
would bother giving us this information from a place that
seems to be so close to nowhere. It was a mission now!

The Land Cruiser handled beautifully in the dirt. This
was going to be a breeze!

The breeze came from another 4WD that overtook me
on the dirt road...on my Left! | was doing 90 kph and he
shot passed at what I'd guess at being 30 kph faster
than | was going. In no time at all our stunt driver friend
was out of sight.

There it was, the Urandangi pub! We felt like we'd
conquered Everest!

It wasn’t much to look at really. One pub, a few small
buildings, a water tank laid on it's side with bars for the
window and door with ‘Drunk tank’ painted on the side, a
couple of beat up caravans where the locals lived and
about 50 metres of bitumen. The lady running the pub
(which was post office, shop and anything else you care
to think of that a town should have) mustn’t get many
visitors out there as she was very chatty. She told us
about the river which flooded a while back and became
24 kilometres wide. She had some excellent photo’s on
the walls. She also had a spear with a riffle scope
mounted on it stuck to the wall. Nice touch!

Another lucky thing about this trip was that we had two
full tanks of diesel on board when we left in the morning.
Fuel was $1.30 per litre in Urandangi! A few souvenirs
and nibblies later we headed north along an even
smaller track towards Camooweal. This was the most
isolated place I'd ever been. We drove for hours along a
track which disappeared over the horizon in front and
behind us. It was at this point that we'd remembered the
first aid kit and drinking water that was safely stowed
away in my car back at the cabin. D’oh! In our
excitement to leave that morning, we sorta forgot to load
them it. Fortunately we didn’t need them.

We drove and drove and drove along this desolate road
stopping every so often to have a guess at which path
we should take when the road split into two with no signs
saying which one ended up in Camooweal! | did see one
sign during that trip that told us we were going the right
way. It was one of those old wooden signs shaped like
an arrow with peeling paint, pointing out Camooweal for
us. | breathed easier at that one! The part | found mind
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boggling was that our map says that a normal car can
drive this road providing it's not raining. We crossed two
sandy dried out river beds in the middle of nowhere! My
car wouldn’'t have made it half way across the first one
before sinking up to the floor boards in the sand!

After about 400kilometres we found ourselves at the
entrance to the Camooweal caves. Another one that
had taken my car out of action and beaten us last time!
We couldn’t go into the caves as they were the sort that
were basically a large hole in the ground that dropped 10
metres or so before any underground exploration could
be carried out. We peered in anxiously. A friendly chap
offered to get the rope ladder out of his car and go for a
climb into the cave but | declined. Obviously he hadn’t
seen the large yellow streak running down my back.

With all of our objectives accomplished, it was back onto
bitumen for the cruise to Mt Isa via the Northern
Territory. We were only 13 k’s from the border and it
seemed a shame to come this close and not put a foot
over. There was one thing about the 4WD that was
getting to me. The day was fairly hot and the vinyl seats
tended to take off a layer of skin every time you hoped
out of the car! Apart from that the Cruiser performed
admirably. | may even buy one for future trips. One with
cloth seats though!

Back safe and sound, with 647 km'’s behind us, we
cleaned up and prepared for the big day tomorrow. The
transit.

The transit happens this afternoon so we drove around
scouting for locations. We settled on a lookout at lake
Moondarra, where the flies were at a density of
approximately 250 per cubic metre. That afternoon we
packed most of the gear that we would require into the
car and headed out. Yes, | said most.

Here we are, clear skies, lookout all to ourselves and
merrily setting up our stuff as Mercury draws closer to
the Sun. I'm cutting it a bit fine now as there is only 30
minutes to go and I've only just finished plugging
everything in. All | have to do now is start the camera
control software and focus. Easy. Not so easy. The
software wont start up. | tried it again.....nothing. |
disconnected the external power and ran off internal
batteries and tried it....nothing. | restarted the
computer.....nothing. | performed a seldom used
ancient IBM ceremonial ritual meant to invoke a sense of
fear in the CPU, | threatened it with further Microsoft
installations and dismemberment while laughing
maniacally... still nothing.

Only a few minutes to go now. An abort status was
called in and the contingency plan was put into effect.
The CCD camera was pulled from the back of the scope
and the 35mm camera was put on. Now for the cable
release. The one I'd left back at the cabin!!! Colin took
over the telescope duties while | topped out at
approximately 15% the speed of light heading back to
the cabin and my cable release. Peter Brock would have
been proud of me. After all of that, it went relatively
smoothly. | got some images of the transit and we had
absolutely magic view of it all through Colins binoculars.
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The software failure was traced back to that fateful
moment when John installed his spiffy new Kodak
software, which in turn stuffed up the software | needed
to run my camera. For the duration of our journey he
was no longer referred to as John, he was now ‘Kodak
boy'.

Well, one glitch in the plans so far, but apart from that
everything is sweet. Touring around seeing the sights is
quite addictive. | know | can’t get enough of it! We left
Mt Isa for the second time in two years and started
towards home. We Dropped into the walkabout hotel at
McKinlay, made famous by the Paul Hogan in Crocodile
Dundee. The flies here were about 450 per cubic metre.
It was incredible! You dare not yawn! The flies thinned
out considerably inside the pub. Just enough time for a
can of solo (a mans drink) and away we went.

Another dinosaur exhibit in Winton caught our attention
and brought on another round of frantic fridge magnet
purchases.

Longreach was our stop over point tonight. This was the
only place that we’'d booked on the trip which involved all
three of us in a one room cabin. Separate beds of
course! Having a shower was a bit like being at the
beach. There was a high tide point which went across
the floor to the floor mat and my bag. | really didn’t need
that! | cranked up the air conditioner in the hopes that it
would drown out any distractions during the night. Such
as the seismic activity emanating from Colin’s head. The
air conditioner worked a treat. | didn’t hear him once!

In the morning we headed to the stockman’s hall of
fame. It was kinda shut. | say kinda because it was
supposed to be open. We could walk in, but builder type
people were hanging around in the canteen part and
everything else was deserted. They builders may have
just been nailing the lids onto the meat pies or
something. We left.

From here we went across the road to the Quantas
museum. We actually got into this one and found it
really interesting. They have a 747B-200 parked out
front, so we carried out a good inspection of it. If we'd
come one month later we could have gone on a tour of
the inside of the plane, but for now we would have to be
content with just the outside.

Then, after everything had been going so well for so
long, our world collapses. We arrive in Charleville and
promptly break down. Everything was fine until we went
for dinner. The car was only firing on about 3 cylinders
by the time we arrived back at our cabins. We chugged
back to the caravan park and | switched off the
spluttering engine. “That’s a funny burning smell” | think
to myself as | sit there in my land fill. We were only
booked in for one night at the caravan park as we were
meant to be home, and actually at the SAS meeting, the
next evening.

| rang the RACQ in the morning and a fella called Verne
turned up. Please imagine what a fella called Verne who
lives in Charleville might look like and it was three times
worse than that! He told me that he’s a ford mechanic
and doesn’t know that much about Commodores..... but
he thinks the coil pack has died. This is Saturday
morning. Nothing is open until Monday now and there
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are no wreckers in town. We're trapped! The RACQ
pay for our accommodation and give us a brand new
Falcon to hoot around in. Colin decided not to take the
chance that they would fix my car quickly and caught a
bus home on Sunday. And then there were two...

On Monday morning | rang the Holden dealer in town
and two guys in a ute with a rope came and towed my
car away. Scary. “No, the coil pack is fine. It's the
crank angle sensor”. | was informed that it should get
there by Tuesday. Oh well, a little extension on the
holiday would not be so bad. | rang on Tuesday morning
to fine out why | was in the middle of a communication
blackout. “Oh, didn’t anyone call you sir? The truck
bringing your parts has broken down.”

The next morning a mechanic turns up at the caravan
park looking a bit sheepish. “Well we fitted the crank
angle sensor and ..... your coil pack is blown too.”
Naturally he didn’t order one with the other part. Now
we're looking at leaving on Thursday. Why did nobody
listen to Verne?!

During our five day incarceration in Charleville maximum
security facility, we managed to get in two Bilby shows
(Bilbies are the cutest things in real life!), Two visits to
the cosmos centre, a look at the Vortex guns which were
someone’s great idea on how to make it rain by firing
nothing into the sky out of a large conical drain pipe, a
tour of the flying doctor facility, a rummage through the
Charleville historic house, two attempts to see the
automated launch of a weather balloon, a drive to
Cooladdi where, as the local paper says, you can
encounter the hospitality and friendly atmosphere of the
locals, when in fact what you got was a guy with a big gut
in a flannelette shirt with a fag hanging out of his gob
staring blankly at you and refusing to acknowledge what
a hamburger is until you say beefburger instead because
it says ‘Beefburger’ on the chalk board, not ‘Hamburger’.
Oh, | also managed to squeeze in a 3 k walk. | had no
choice really as | had to pick up the hire car from the
airport, which was 3 k's away! We bought our dinners at
a place called the Blue Dolphin Café. All of the fried food
came with a special coating. Or was it that the lady
cooking the food had this lung rattling cough every time
we were there watching her perform her black arts?!
That's not a special breadcrumb topping, that's pieces of
lung!!

Wednesday presented us with a new problem as well.
The lovely Wendy from the Bailey Bar caravan park had
gone above and beyond the call of duty to help us out by
shifting us into any empty spot she had as we weren't
booked in for anymore than one night. Wednesday they
were booked solid and we had to stay somewhere else
for the night. She very kindly rang around and found us
a hotel. True, it had no smoke alarms. True, it had an air
conditioner that would have rivalled the noise of a Saturn
V at full thrust. True, the beds were made for Umpa-
Lumpas (The lower half of my shins were hanging off the
end of the bed!). And true, it was last decorated before
electricity had really caught on, but at least it was a place
to sleep.

Thursday morning. Yes, the car is running! And for the

bargain basement price of only $845. The car’s not
worth $845!! They didn’t even throw in any steak
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knives! It didn’t matter. How can you put a monetary
value on freedom? Any price was good if we could leave
after paying it. We were outta there like a rat through an
aqua duct. Finally made it home by 7:30pm that
Thursday. Only five days late. It was so hard to keep
occupied in Charleville. | drew the line at the abattoir
tour and the pine tree plantation tour. | could just picture
it ...“To your left are some animals that took the easy
way out. To your right are some trees. We hope you've
enjoyed your tour. Mind your step as you leave your
scooter.”

As | said in the beginning, Most of the trip was great, but
the last bit left a bad taste in my mouth! It's all part of
the adventure though. You'd be foolin’ yourself if you
expected everything to go flawlessly every time. This trip
was around the 5200 kilometre mark. Lets see what
happens for the Venus transit trip next year. That one’s
around the 18 000 kilometre mark. Woo-hoo!! Stay
tuned as John and Diane Hughes join me for another
epic adventure. Coming to a Quasar near you, mid
2004. I'll be back!!

FOR SALE

EYEPIECE TELEVUE PANOPTIC (2 INCH BARREL)
35MM
$450 ($675 plus post new)
EYEPIECE MEADE 26MM SUPER PLOSSL
$ 80 ($130 plus post new)
ZOOM EYEPIECE MEADE 8-24MM SERIES 4000
$280 ($400 plus post new)
MEADE ASTROMETRIC 12MM ILLUMINATED
EYEPIECE
$150 ($220 plus post new)
MEADE BARLOW LENS
$100 ($140 plus post new)
LUMICON Olll FILTER
$110 ($170 plus post new)
2 X 8192 OPTICAL ENCODERS
$200 ($250 plus post new)
ORION COLOR ELECTRONIC EYEPIECE WITH
FOCAL REDUCER
$240 ($299 new)
12MM EYEPIECE
$40 ($55 new)
26MM MEADE EYEPIECE
$50 ($120 new)
CELESTRON COLOUR FILTERS BLUE YELLOW
ORANGE NEUTRAL
$15 each ($25 new)

For more information call Peter Marples on

07 3209 7632
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Astro Puzzle #6

By Gary GAWRONSKI

The format for the puzzle is this: Answer the question
and the correct answer will be found in the puzzle. To
assist you, I've put a number value after each question to
indicate the number of letters in the answer. To easy!
Once again, there is an extra word in the puzzle. This is
the one that could win you wheel-barrows full of cash. I'll
even give you a hint at the extra word. Just a small hint
though!

Here’s how you win your fortune. At the general meetin
gon April 3rd you submit your answer at the end of the
meeting when it is called for.

If more than one person comes forward, the names will
be drawn from a hat.

DON'T SHOUT IT OUT!

The competition is open to all members...except me of
course!

Answers to the last puzzle (again!):

1. Gomeisa
2. Puppis.
3. Venatici.
4. Fornax.
5. Diseases.
6. Larger.
7. Giraffe.
8. Seven.
9. Uranus.
10.Zenithal.

Bonus word: Perseids.
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The winner receives a $5 scratchy which is almost
guaranteed to secure your financial future (and some of
mine, | hope!). A drum roll please.....

1. Don't swan around! 6

2. Justiceforall. 5

3. Youslyold fox. 9

4. You'll have to excuse my voice. I'm just a little horse.
8

5. What sort of fish would Auric Goldfinger keep as a

pet? 6 (uh, Neemoo? Ed.)

6. Try notto be too stern. 6

7. Areyou onthelevel? 5

8. If it had no wings, this insect would be called a walk.
5

9. Don't make a lyre out of me. 4

10.A wolf can’'t whistle?! (No number here! Ed.)

The big bickies bonus bonanza word clue...Be careful he
doesn't keel over. 6
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MYTH-WHO-LOGY ?

(or..$1 worth of mixed Gods
please !)

By Grec HornsBY

Do you have trouble remembering which particular God in the vast pantheon of Deity's represents what? Do you confuse
Oceanus with Uranus? If you do, as many of us do, then this may help you somewhat. Old world Mythology as applies to
Astronomy has been handed down to successive dominant world empires since the Sumerian and Medo-Persian times.
We then had Egyptian, Greek, and most recently the Roman influence on Mythology. Much of the Mythology concerning
these latter two cultures carries over into Astronomy today. So.....where did it all get so crooked? Why is it so confused?
Prepare yourself for the creation of the world from Chaos and the complete family tree of the TITANS and the usurper
OLYMPIAN Gods.

OK. Who were the TITANS? The Titans were in greek culture referred to as the Elder Gods, and the ruled the Earth until
they were overthrown in a catastrophic war with the Olympian Gods who wanted a piece of the action at any cost. The
Titans were led by Kronos (who was the son of Uranus) and was dethroned by HIS son, Zeus, the leader of the Olympian
Gods. The majority of the Titans who fought on the side of Kronos and were defeated were banished to a place called
Tartarus and were never heard from again.

The TITANS of Old Greece were; GAEA-URANUS-KRONOS-RHEA-OCEANUS-TETHYS-HYPERION-MNEMOSYNE-
THEMIS-IAPETUS-COEUS-CRIUS-PHEOBE-THEA-PROMETHEUS-EPIMETHIUS-ATLAS-METIS, and DIONE.

The ruling pantheon of Olympian Gods were ZEUS-HERA-POSEIDON-DEMETER-ATHENE-HEPHAISTOS-ARES-
APHRODITE-APOLLON-ARTEMIS-HERMES, and DIONYSUS. These 12 Gods demanded worship from all believers.
Those who failed to honour any of the 12 with sufficient sacrifice or libation were duly punished and cursed usually to die
most cruelly. Artemis, Aphrodite, and Dionysus, the gods with the least power over humans were particularly quick to take
insult if these privileges of power were neglected. The 12 Gods governed all aspects of human life. Their privileges
included, amongst other things-

Zeus - Fate, Kingship, Weather

Poseidon - The sea, Horses, Earthquakes, Rivers
Athene - Crafts, Counsel

Ares - War, Weaponry

Apollon - Music, Prophecy, Healing and disease
Hermes - Travel, Trade, Livestock

Hera - Women, Marriage, Childbirth
Demeter - Agriculture, The Afterlife
Hephaistos - Metalworking, Fire
Aphrodite - Love, Sex

Artemis - Hunting, Wilderness, Children
Dionysus - Wine, Madness, The Afterlife.

The numerous other gods and lesser deities fell within the spheres of influence of one or more of the Olympians. The
other Major God was Hades and was often incorrectly numbered among the Olympians. As the ruler of the dead he had
no influence over the living and was not usually worshipped.

It was Demeter his wife and Persephone her daughter along with Dionysus who were worshipped through their mysteries
and association with the Afterlife.

Greek vs Roman

So let us now compare the Roman Equivalent to the Greek Gods. The following list will also contain some lesser Gods
and Superheroes

Gods function Greek Roman

King of the Gods Zeus Jupiter o]

God of the Sea Poseidon Neptune o]

God of the underworld Hades Pluto 0

Messenger of the gods Hermes Mercury o]

God of war Ares Mars 0

God's Blacksmith Hephaistos Vulcan

God of Light (& Sun) Helios Apollo

Goddess of animals Artemis Diana

Goddess of wisdom Athene Minerva

Queen of Heaven Hera Juno
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Goddess of Agriculture Demeter Ceres
Goddess of the Hearth Hestia Vesta
Goddess of Love Aphrodite Venus o]
God of Wine Dionysus Bacchus
God of Love Eros Cupid
God of Time Kronos Saturn o]
Queen of the Underworld Persephone Proserpina
LESSER GODS
Erinyes Furiae, or furies
Moiras or Keras Fata, or Fates
Graces Charitaes, or charities
Pan Faunus
Moon Selene Hecate, and Diana
SUPERHEROES
Herakles Hercules
Odysseus Ulysses
Kastor Castor
Polydukes Pollux

So, there you have it.. a sprinkling of the vastness that is Mythology. Are you slightly less confused ? Yes? No?... Oh well
just to add to it all.. The Romans left nearly all of the constellations alone, so they relate directly to Greek Mythology not
Roman. The Romans were good soldiers but average scientists and philosophers and only paid attention to seven bright
objects in the sky, namely the Sun, moon and five planets. They named then after the following gods;

Sun- Apollo-God of enlightenment. Moon- Diana- sister of Apollo. Mercury -fastest planet- messenger of the gods.
Venus- brightest planet- Goddess of love. Mars-red planet-God of War. Jupiter- largest planet-King of the Gods. Saturn-
slowest planet-God of time.

If you compare the Gods in the Roman Solar System with their days of the week, you will see that they have the same
names. The modern names for our week days came principally from SAXON legend and Mythology. So there you have it
in a nutshell, who is named for what and why. There are many great internet sites and library references for this subject
for any who may want to read further.

Some mortals at the Santa Claus worship party.
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